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Welcome

The year 2020 will soon be one for the history books… and probably not one
that most people will remember with fondness.

Among the devastation, large and small, caused by the global pandemic has
been the postponement or cancellation of major international events like
the Olympics, Wimbledon, World Figure Skating Championships, World
Chess Championship, and many more. Our own World Puzzle and Sudoku
Championships were not held for the first time since their founding.

Fortunately, puzzles can be solved at home — virtually and otherwise — and
interest in puzzles is at its highest level in years. People crave puzzles for the
distraction they provide and for the sense of order they bring to our lives.

One set of competitions that did continue in 2020 was the WPF-sponsored
online GP’s, for sudoku and logic puzzles, which attracted well over 1,000
players in more than 60 countries worldwide. These continue to grow in
popularity.

Despite the pandemic, things are happening in the World Puzzle Federation.
Prasanna Seshadri, who has served tirelessly and admirably as the WPF’s
director for the past four years, is stepping down. The WPF board is
selecting a new director, who will be announced shortly.

Simultaneously, the WPF website is being revamped and redesigned and
will soon offer past WPC and WSC puzzles conveniently for sale.

And the WPC’s/WSC’s that were scheduled for Shanghai and Toronto in
2020 and 2021 will still take place -- simply postponed one year each.

There’s lots to look forward to.

2020 — goodbye. We won’t miss you. Here’s to a happy, successful, puzzle-
filled 2021!

--Will Shortz
Chairman, WPF

INTRODUCTION
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TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

WSPC 2020:

Background: Haijun had shared his presentation on an update of China’s efforts
towards hosting WSPC 2020  with the Board and the Board wanted to discuss a
few matters pertaining to it.  

Discussions: The following points were discussed –  

   1. The fact that the competition would be at a distance of 20-30 minutes from the
main hotel was a concern  brought up and solutions were discussed.  

  2.  The participation fee originally shared did not match the figures predicted in
2018, so this had been communicated to Haijun via email. In response, he changed
the breakdown to fit the earlier 2018  presentation.  
  
  3. As part of the fee breakdown, the recent system of gradual increments of fee
was used. So the board  asked Haijun if teams would have to submit  names as
well before the deadline or whether just giving a  number of participants is
enough. Haijun said the names are mandatory so that they can comply with  hotel
restrictions, but the names can then be changed at a later date.
  
4. Another query was whether just names and registration was enough before the
deadline or the payment  would also have to be made, and Haijun confirmed that
the payment would also have to be made.

Rules & Regulations:
Background: The WPF had shared a proposal with members via email of an
updated set of Rules, Regulations,  Statutes and Guidebook. Here the board
discussed some of these rule changes further to confirm the topics.

BOARD MEETING: 
TUESDAY, 1ST OCTOBER 2019

ATTENDED BY: 

WILL SHORTZ (CHAIRMAN),
ZORAN TANASIC (TREASURER),

VLADIMIR PORTUGALOV,
HAIJUN ZHANG (BOARD MEMBERS),
& PRASANNA SESHADRI (DIRECTOR)

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

Discussions:  The following discussions took place regarding the rules

topics –

 1.  It  was originally planned to suggest that the WPF membership fee

should be increased only for new  applicants for their first  year.  In

other words there would be a 100 Euro “sign on” fee for new members.

However,  after discussing the losses shown in budgeting,  the board

decided to propose a permanent  increase in Membership Fees.

 2.  A section of the updated rules that suggested that members be

required to share an annual report of  progress in their respective

countries was removed. Instead, the board noted that the WPF can

mention  to the members that such reports are encouraged and would

be helpful,  but aren’t  mandatory.

Instead, the board decided to approach recent hosts  to share

information on a voluntary basis to put together a rough estimate of

budgeting for the event that  may help future hosts.

3.  A section of the updated rules that suggested that potential  hosts

bidding for a year of WSC-WPC should  give some accounting of their

expenses was removed.

WSPC 2021:

Background :  Will  Shortz,  Nick Baxter,  Thomas Snyder and team want

to host the event in Toronto in 2021. The  bid was discussed here.

Discussions :  The bid would be that the USA provides the puzzles while

the event itself  is  hosted in Canada. Will   and the rest of the USA and

Canada team who are involved are eager to bring the WSPC to North

America.  The  only concern was that doing so would be very costly and

the participation fee may need to be proportionately  high.

S E P T .  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  7W P F  N E W S L E T T E R  2 4  –  2 0 1 9A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS

5WPF Newsletter 25



WPF Website:  

Background:  Vladimir has built  a new website for the WPF, and the

progress on this front was discussed here.

 Discussions :  The website’s  structure and framework are done,  but

we need to transfer data and integrate it  with  the forum. Apart

from this,  Vladimir talked about long term plans,  starting a new

communication and content strategy with a new role known as

Content Manager.  With the help of this new role and the new

website the WPF  can start using social  media more and share new

content to promote and publicize puzzles.   

The only concern is that the transferring of data will  take time as it

has to be done manually.

Membership Fee Delays :   

Background :  Prasanna noted a concern that many members paid

Membership fees months after the invoices and  this made it

difficult  to keep track of accounts and so on. 

Discussions:

The board discussed some potential  penalties to incentivize timely

payment.

The suggestions  included adding on a late fee of 50 Euros after 30th

June,  and keeping a clear deadline of 30th August at  which  point the

member will  lose membership for the year.

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

The scoring system can be used over a wide range of competitions, and has
full packages for management of an entire event, including accommodation,
meals, transport, tours, etc.
The software makes it easy to sort through different competitor categories.
The details can automatically be transferred to the software from a
registration excel sheet.  
It would be easy to be shared to future hosts because all that is needed is
web access, the software is hosted on  the internet.

Introduction:  Will gave a brief introduction of the Board members and
Director, and made a quick summary of the work done  over the past year.  

Scoring System by Michael Smit:  Michael Smit of Germany gave a
presentation about the scoring system used at this year’s WSPC, which he has 
 designed. Some of its features that he showed were:

Apart from this, Michael noted that he will be available to update and adapt
the software in the future should it  get used.

WSPC 2021: Will gave details on the bid for 2021 by USA & Canada. The event
would be held in Toronto, Canada. The organizing team would include Will
himself, Thomas Snyder, Nick Baxter, Craig Kasper and many other  prominent
members of the puzzle community.
The organizers thought of this over USA because its difficult right now for
some countries to get a visa for the  USA with the political climate as it is. Plus,
Toronto is a great city anyway.  The puzzles would be handled by Thomas, Nick
and other authors, mostly from the USA.

The Championship would probably be in October. Will proposed that the
participation fee would be no higher  than 800 Euros, and that countries that
can’t afford this may contact the WPF.

OPEN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 TUESDAY, 1ST ODCTOBER 2019

OVERSEEN BY: WILL SHORTZ (CHAIRMAN),  
VLADIMIR PORTUGALOV, HAIJUN ZHANG

(BOARD MEMBERS), 
AND PRASANNA SESHADRI (DIRECTOR)

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

Will  said there may be a few rounds of WPC on electronic devices.

One of the benefits of this put forth was that  the scoring process

would be sped up. People wanted to know more about this,  l ike the

kind of puzzles that may  be used. Will  said there won’t  be any

radical change to the WPC that requires some added training of any

sort,   and it  will  be a small  proportion. The types and other details

will  be released maybe a year in advance or by June  2021 at latest.

Someone also asked whether the devices will  be provided with the

organizers,  and Will  said they  would be,  but obviously can’t  be a

takeaway goody like other WPC rounds. 

After some concerns over cost of the event,  Will  explained that the

cost for the hosts would actually be something  l ike 1000 Euros per

person, but Will  and Thomas are willing to cover the balance and

charge no more than 800  Euros for the first  five participants.  After

further concerns on this fee,  Will  said he will  think over it .  Further 

 discussion was tabled for the members GA the next day. 

There was a question whether the outing could be to Niagara falls

and Will  said that is  l ikely.

Board Elections: Elections were held for two positions on the board

vacated by Will  and Yuhei Kusui of Japan. The candidates  included

Jan Zverina and Will  himself  who was contesting to be re-elected.

We heard speeches from both candidates.

Jan noted that most of his points were made on his post on the WPF

forum, which was shared to all  members  before the event.  Most

importantly,  Jan wanted to make efforts to help the WPF be more

active in promotion, run  a European Championship akin to the Asian

Sudoku Championship and bring back the World Junior 

 Championship.

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

Will  kept it  short and noted that as the founder of the WPF he cares

deeply about it  and is one of the more active  board members in

responding to emails.

Shanghai 2020 :   Tantan Dai of China made a presentation updating

progress for WSPC 2020 Shanghai.  The dates,  hotel  were  released but

in subsequent meetings this was taken back and needs to be updated,

so we will  not share this  information here,  so as to avoid confusion.

  Tantan also noted that the hosts were planning a night tour for the

excursion. There was a concern that this  would make it  difficult  to

wake up for the competition the next day and Tantan said this would

be considered.  One suggestion was made to hold the tour twice on

Day 2 of WSC and Day 3 of WPC but this wasn’t  confirmed  by the

hosts.   

The concern about commute from hotel  to competition hall  was

pointed out and noted,  with the explanation that  a l ighter schedule

would be considered. 

 Tantan also noted that China required help with making puzzles for

WPC and the WPF would need to find  suitable authors for the event.   

The biggest concern was that the event within the original dates runs

from Wednesday to Wednesday. Tantan  and Haijun discussed this

and said they would look into it .

Note of thanks and conclusion:   

Will  concluded proceedings.  The WPF thanks the German team for

putting together the event and all  the  participants who attended it

this year.

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

“What is a Sudoku?” Presentation by Tom Collyer:  The head of the “What is a
Sudoku?” Committee, Tom Collyer, gave a detailed report on the committee’s 
 decisions and proposals. This report is shared with members separately. The
discussion that came out of it was  that the WPF needs to elect a permanent
panel to be an advisory board of sorts to monitor Sudoku variants and  types
used at the WSC.

 There were questions about whether this would be before or after the WSC and
Tom said that this should be a  decision the WPF needs to make as the committee
was simply tasked with defining Sudoku and its variants.  

The goal of the committee wouldn’t be to constrain creativity of authors but to
simply provide a report on WPF  competitions that go on through the year and
whether they followed a proportion of usage of Sudoku varieties that  the WPF
would ideally decide.  

There was a concern mentioned of it becoming like a “Sudoku police” situation.
This concern was noted but under  guidance from the WPF it wouldn’t be about
restricting innovation and more about just achieving a proper balance  to
engage Sudoku enthusiasts fairly.  Tom suggested that the permanent panel can
have 3 members to start with.

Scoring Software: Michael Smit gave a quick recap on the scoring software. It
was discussed that partial bonus is already a feature  while normalizing results
isn’t yet a feature but can be built in. The software is largely self-explanatory
according  to Michael and he reiterated that he could be contacted if any
updates or changes are required.  The technology  used in building it is the
latest, HTML, Javascript, ASP, SQL.

MEMBERS’ GENERAL ASSEMBLY
WEDNESDAY, 2ND OCTOBER 2019

SUPERVISED & HOSTED BY : WILL SHORTZ (CHAIRMAN), ZORAN
TANASIC (TREASURER), GARETH MOORE (BOARD MEMBER), 

HAIJUN ZHANG (BOARD MEMBER), 
& PRASANNA SESHADRI (DIRECTOR)

ATTENDED BY: BELARUS*, BULGARIA, CANADA*, CHINA, CZECH
REPUBLIC, ESTONIA, FINLAND, GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, INDIA,

ITALY, KOREA, SERBIA, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA*, SWITZERLAND, TURKEY,
UK**, USA.

  *PERSONAL MEMBERS     **BY PROXY

A Report onA Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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A motion to increase the membership fee to 450 Euros was declined with
a 9-6 majority.  
The proposals of penalties for fee payment delay were approved. There
will  be a 50 Euro penalty if  Membership  fees are not paid by 30th June,
and the Membership for the year would officially get cancelled on the
30th of  August.

Isabelle tested the working of the whole software over the course of the
competition and the software could be  optimized to smart phones if
needed.

This was 1 year of effort for Michael.  Will  noted that this could be an
important add-on to membership benefits  if  the WPF purchased it .   
At this point,  a question was put to the members as a show of hands,  asking
how many think this software is   useful.  There were 3 members who put
their hands up and Pal Madarassy of Hungary explained that for the 24  HPC
their excel systems are simpler and easier to transfer to a new organizer in
his opinion. Existing systems  could be a reason why the software may not
be used by members.   The decision on further steps regarding the software
were tabled for the board meeting later in the week.

Board Elections:  Since it  was 2 candidates for 2 positions,  a quick show of
hands was asked to see how many approve of both  candidates,  and it  was a
unanimous approval.  Will  continues on the Board and Jan has now joined.

WPF Rules and Regulations, Statutes and Guidebook: There were many
discussions regarding this topic as each point updated in the rules proposal
sent out to members  was discussed in detail .

The most important points that were up for discussion were the membership
fee,   participation fees set by hosts,  playoffs at  the World Championships.
There were many other points discussed too.  For the interests of this
report,  we will  not be covering these discussions in detail .  The only
important notes were:

However,  the follow-up on these discussions will  be to approach each topic
one at a time, get members’  thoughts  on each one,  and act on them to keep
or change the necessary rules.  This will  be done over the next few months.

E P T .  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  7A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

 

Financial Aid: One point brought up during the Rules discussion was
financial  aid.  There was a concern that if  the Membership  fee is  increased,
then the financial  Aid would also increase to the countries that apply,
causing an imbalance. Here  it  was clarified by Prasanna that financial  aid is
not based on Membership fee at all ,  but more on a country’s  ability to
participate at the World Championships and its  contributions to the WPF
community.  The membership  fee is  a separate expense undertaken by the
member.  

WPF Website :  Vladimir and Prasanna gave an update about the WPF
website,  noting that the base is  laid out and all  that remains  is  transfer of
data.  Vladimir mentioned again that he plans to work on a new
communication and content strategy  once the new website is  launched.  

WPF Registration: The WPF currently has a seat in the Netherlands’
Chamber of Commerce. This is  the official  registration of the  WPF. Hns
Eendebak used to maintain it .  Rene Gilhuijs of WCPN agreed to look nto it
for this year and see  whether he or someone from WCPN can continue
maintaining it .  If  not the WPF would need to shift  its  registration  to another
country.

WSPC 2020:  The concern of the event dates being Wednesday to Wednesday
was reiterated. The members had a concern that  they would technically
need to take 2 weeks leave instead of 1.  Haijun noted that due to Chinese
festival t ime,  these dates were the cheapest available for the 5-star hotel
they had booked. The members generally favoured a  lower quality hotel
than the 5 star one the Chinese team were planning to host in if  i t  meant
getting a venue from  weekend to weekend at affordable prices.  In response
to this,  Haijun said that he will  look into changing the dates  and booking a
new hotel ,  and would update the WPF within a month with the relevant
information.

WSPC 2021:   There was sti l l  concern over the participation fee.  There was a
suggestion to turn the WSPC into a 5 day event  with some overlapping
rounds to have lower pricing.  In general,  Will  wasn’t  in favour of a radical
change and  said that he would rethink the bid,  discuss with the rest of his

E P T .  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  7
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 Background: In the lead up to WSPC 2019, there was an approach from
Peter Grabarchuk to host the WSC and WPC for two  consecutive years, in
the Ukraine and then in the USA.

 While Peter’s ideas were interesting, he then reacted  uncooperatively to
the necessary procedure to take his bid forward within the WPF’s rules and
regulations. It  quickly became apparent that the idea wouldn’t work out,
but Peter wanted to meet the WPF Board again in person  to discuss his bid
and ideas. 

 Discussion: The meeting in Germany was consistent with the mail
conversations that came before it – In general, Peter asked  for an
unreasonable amount of control of the WPF, did not really have a clear bid
for the actual Championship,  and rather relied on making grandiose
statements and criticizing the puzzle community for being weak minded 
 and regressive. 

Members who attended the 2014 presentation of Puzzlium in the UK will
recognize this pattern  of communication from Peter. 
After the meeting the WPF board decided again not to proceed with an
association  with Peter.

MEETING WITH PETER GRABARCHUK
THURSDAY, 3RD OCTOBER 2019

ATTENDED BY: WILL SHORTZ, VLADIMIR PORTUGALOV, HAIJUN
ZHANG, JAN ZVERINA,  ZORAN TANASIC, 

& PRASANNA SESHADRI (DIRECTOR)

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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 team, and make the bid via email. The vote on the  host of 2021 was
postponed as there were no other candidates.

Other topics:  - There was some concern over printing the IB and solutions.
In general, it was agreed upon that this was on the  hosts’ discretion to
allow for an option for participants to vote out of receiving printed copies
of these documents  since they either make printed copies themselves
anyway (in case of IB) or don’t need them (in case of solutions).



 Will said he would look at updating the bid for 2021 to have 700 Euros   
 as the maximum participation fee for the  A-team participants. Prasanna
pointed out that the A-team may differ from WSC to WPC, and Will said he
will  look into it.
Playoffs at the WSC and WPC were discussed again, whether they should
be mandatory and so on. It was decided  that this would also be decided
along with the finalized rules and regulations over online communication
with the  members.
Membership Fees were another matter discussed in this same vein.

Introductions & appointments:  
There was a quick introduction to the new board member, Jan, followed by
an election for positions of Chairman,  Treasurer and 2020 WSC-WPC WPF
Competition Liaison. After some discussion, it was agreed that Will should 
 continue as Chairman, while Jan was nominated to be the Competition
Liaison for 2020. Zoran agreed to continue  as the Treasurer.

WSPC 2020:  
Haijun noted that he is looking for a different hotel, to accommodate a
weekend to weekend schedule. It is likely  that China will find a 3* hotel
fitting the pricing of the event for this purpose.  The Board also discussed the
fact that China would need help with 50% of the puzzles for WPC and some
countries  were shortlisted to approach for puzzle help for the event, who
Prasanna would contact for the same. 

Other Discussions:  
There was some discussion about the meetings held over the week.  

Scoring Software:
The board discussed Michael Smit’s offer. It was decided to let countries deal
with Michael individually. Haijun  said China were interested and would like
to know the price, and was told to contact Michael Smit directly over  it.
Prasanna asked why there was the talk of a WPF scoring software in the first  

BOARD MEETING
THURSDAY, 3RD OCTOBER 2019

ATTENDED BY: WILL SHORTZ, VLADIMIR PORTUGALOV, 
HAIJUN ZHANG, JAN ZVERINA, ZORAN TANASIC, 

& PRASANNA SESHADRI (DIRECTOR)

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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 place and it  was said that the  scoring software was done one year
in 2016 and was just thought good to continue,  but not if  i t  has a
high cost  and members aren’t  interested.

“What is a Sudoku?” Report:

  Will  noted that Tom’s presentation had an impressive and
beautiful framework for defining Sudoku and its  variants.  Asked
whether we should accept and build on it ,  Will  said yes.  Zoran said
there was a lot  of detail  but  very litt le definitive points.  Prasanna
noted that the WPF could add the definitive points l ike a
proportion of  Sudokus to be used for the WSC, l ike it  has a 40-40-
20 proportion followed in the WPF Sudoku GP. Vladimir  said that
since Tom didn’t  have a section for “does not look like but solves
like” yet,  the Board should wait  on the  final presentation before
taking a final call .  After that we can look into the suggestions of
the report of an advisory  panel for Sudoku and prescribing
percentages for WSC and so on.  

Competition Liaison & WPF assistance :

Vladimir noted that the organization of the WSPC isn’t  as smooth as
one would hope and certain things need to  be invented as hosts go
along. Considering this it  would be good to have information from
past hosts regarding  expenses and unforeseen circumstances they
faced and so on. It  would be useful for the WPF to build a checklist
out of this information and use it  for future Championships to aid
hosts.

A Report on

2019 WPF MEETINGS
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

The 2019 Grand Prix saw an innovative new format for the offline finals in
Germany. There were one on one matches played between the top solvers in a
league style tournament with commentary from Tom Collyer and Byron Calver.
The Sudoku Finals took a while due to the experiment but by the Puzzle Finals
it evolved into an efficient and interesting way to run the tournament
conclusion.
 
The 8th WPF online Sudoku Grand Prix and the 7th WPF online Puzzle Grand
Prix were held from January 2020 to August 2020. Authors from the following
countries prepared sets of first class puzzles: Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Hungary, India, Japan, Netherlands, Serbia, Switzerland and
the UK. 

The events were capably handled by Sudoku GP Director Nikola Zivanovic (SRB)
and Puzzle GP Director Wei-Hwa Huang (USA). There were 8 Sudoku rounds
and 8 Puzzle rounds. 

In the Sudoku GP, the seventh round had the highest top score across the 8
rounds, with topper Kota Morinishi scoring 912 points. The fifth round had the
lowest top score, with the topper, Kota again, scoring 777 points.

In the Puzzle GP, Ken Endo topped the round having the highest top score with
1138.7 points, while Kota topped the round having the lowest top score with
758 points. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic this year’s competition did not have the offline
final that usually concludes the event, so for 2020, the winners have already
been decided and are listed after the 2019 winners. 

The series will be back in 2021 and we hope to see you all participating again in
January! We also hope that the year ahead sees the world in a situation where
we can meet offline again to conclude these prestigious events in an
entertaining finale!

16WPF Newsletter 25



Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

 Jakub Ondroušek (Czech Republic)
 Bastien Vial-Jaime (France)   
 Kota Morinishi (Japan)

1.
2.
3.
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GP WINNERS

Ken Endo (Japan)
Kota Morinishi (Japan)
Hideaki Jo (Japan)

1.
2.
3.

 Tiit Vunk (Estonia)
 Tantan Dai (China)
 Jakub Ondroušek (Czech Republic)

1.
2.
3.

Ken Endo (Japan)
Kota Morinishi (Japan)
Freddie Hand (UK)

1.
2.
3.

Sudoku 

Sudoku 

Puzzle

Puzzle

2019

2020



A Dream  
- by Isabelle Gall, Organizer

It started like a small dream in a soap bubble, ready to burst and be gone with
the smallest touch.  The thought of a World Championship in Germany. It was
there in many of us for a very long time. I  don´t remember the exact time when
we started to have a closer look on this dream, it might have  been at our annual
German Puzzle Championship in Stuttgart 2014, maybe even earlier. We were 
 sitting in a group, some joined, some others left. That evening we decided to
check if this dream  could become reality. A long time nothing happened or at
least I didn´t notice. Then in December  2015 came the day Florian Kirch bowed
out of this world – so determined and so unbelievable. We  used to meet several
times with my sister, so we went to his funeral. We met Johannes (Susen) and 
 Katharina (Bauernschmitt). In deep shock Johannes told us that Florian worked
on the World  Championship and found a venue big enough to host a WSPC. The
bubble started growing. It was  Florian’s wish that one day a youth sudoku
championship would take place in Germany and one day  a world championship
was hosted in Germany. That moment I knew I would live this dream! This guy 
 left so much in this world, the least we could do was to put some effort into
fulfilling this dream…

2016 went by and the dream was still a dream. At the end of the year we met at
the venue in  Oberhof. We calculated up and down, the bubble was close to burst.
The costs for the hotel just  equaled the maximum fee the WPF is demanding, so
no money left for paper, transport, Shirts and  so on. So we needed an
alternative. We checked the big cities (lower transportation costs) and  smaller
cities (lower venue costs, higher transportation costs), but all were to expensive.
Still, some  people joined the group, others left the group. It turned out that the
core of our organization team  were Katharina, Annette (Biegler) and me.

By June 2017 - we were close to bury our dream - Hartmut Seeber came up with
the venue in  Kirchheim. Since we were heading to our venue for the annual
german sudoku championship not far  from Kirchheim, we made an appointment
with the hotel manager in Kirchheim on a Friday  afternoon. She showed us the
venue and not much later we were convinced. The offer she send  made us think
we can do it. So we took our concept and went to the board of Logic Masters
Germany  intending to go to Bangalore in October and apply for WSPC 2019.

A Report on
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The board accepted and we hit  the ground running…

After 2 weeks of vacation in India we finished our presentation:   We have the time – we
have the place – and we know how to do it!  

The WPF board was about to pronounce us insane. Two girls, no one knew them, how
could they be  so sure? Did they know what they were doing??  

In the general assembly some members were afraid that the costs could explode, but we
promised to  keep the fees within the limit – and we kept our word!  

Still in India, we asked Uvo (Ulrich Voigt), if he wanted to have the chance to
become world  champion in his own country or if he wanted to create puzzles.
He decided on creating puzzles. The  fact that we asked him first and gave him
the chance to decide for himself who would join the team,  unfortunately led to
big disagreements within our German Puzzle association. When Richard Stolk 
 offered to be responsible for the sudokus, we were able to tick off one of the
most important items  on our checklist. 

Back home we started to look for sponsors. We created a logo, the homepage
and a cover letter.  Annette send hundreds of mails to potential financiers, with
very little positive results. There was  much to plan and less to work. Since we
are spread all over Germany, we started telephone conferences. In the
beginning once every two or three weeks, later weekly, and in the end almost 
 daily.

Christian (Halberstadt) and Fried (Fricke) from the Logic Masters Germany
board joined us, first just  now and then, to give us support from the board and
to get an idea what we were doing. But within  short time they became more
and more active members of the Organization-Team. Michael Smit was  our
webmaster and technic expert, he simply had no chance to deny – the
advantage of living  together.

It turned out to be very difficult to get reasonable data from other WSPCs. We
were able to get some  of the needed data from the WSPC in London, as well as
from the WSPC in India. We needed  numbers of participants, of A-, B-, C-
Teams, hotel capacities and guests. In the end I started looking  up the WPF
newsletter and started counting.
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 Finally we had numbers to compare. We found a  growing number of people taking
part in only one of the championships. The tradition of arriving  Tuesday for WPC
and departing Thursday for WSC would have lead to a major overbooking within 
 these days, having free beds at the same time during the rest of the days. Since hotel
capacity was  one of the limiting factors we had to face, we decided to change the
arrival and departure day to the  same day, namely Wednesday.

 The WPF accepted, which was a big relieve. We knew we could  guarantee A- and B-
Teams, probably even C-Teams – when using the available guest houses. Since  the
total capacity of the hotel was the limiting factor for inviting more than A- and B-
teams. Fried  created a very nice calculator and we could finally get an idea of the
amount of money we would get  with the participation fees and what we had to
spend on which items.  

2018 in June we presented our work at the annual general meeting of Logic Masters
Germany, and  we had to face an unexpected harsh setback. How could we have
decided to be the organizers? Why  us? Why this, why that? It was very frustrating.

 We had just started, because no one else started -  and in the previous years the
majority of our members was rooting for an attempt to bring the WSPC  to Germany .
And now we had to justify ourselves? I knew it would be hard, I was waiting for 
 frustration, but I didn´t expect it from this direction. To smooth the waters we put
much effort on a  logo design competition and continued with the new logo.

In November we went to Prague, being the last occasion for us to see how to do it. We
found, that  the spirit in the German team was rising – very positive! Maria (Graber)
joined the Organization Team with a clear mind and enthusiasm – again very
positive! Contrary to what was previously told  us there was no appropriate scoring
software, so Michael decided to program his own – hard work,  but it saved my life!
On our way home we took a deep breath and started working restlessly.

Next we tried to find a solution for our dilemma with the guest houses. We had a lot
of discussions  about the prices, but finally we could send the invitation letters out
end of march 2019.  Unfortunately for us organizers, many countries have their
national championships late in summer,  so registrations came in late. Work was
piling up for August and September. T-Shirts and bags had to  be ordered and finally
the puzzles had to be printed.  There was only one small problem with printing,  that
could luckily be cleared the same day. End of September came fast, we packed
everything and  off to Kirchheim we went.
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We arrived one day in advance, time to put up the sound bar, tables, scoring room
and reception  desk, pack the goodie bags, fix the seating order, and pass all
important information to the team.  First funny story: Christoph was sent out to buy
some more rubberbands for the name tags of the  goodie bags and took the exit to the
highway by mistake … 32km no exit to turn around.

The next day - “arrival day” – was very exiting for me. The Airport pickup worked out
fine: Airport  security didn´t shut down the airport when a young Korean boy forgot
his backpack at the meeting  point, we found a solution for a room with awful wet
dog smell, our friends from Romania found out that there is more than one
Kirchheim in Germany, but in the end everybody arrived. Yannick  Meyapin from
France even organized a Speed Classic Contest for fun.

On Monday WSC started, first rounds went smooth, scoring worked out good, we had
a surprising  media interest, several newspapers and tv-reporters came and watched
265 silent puzzling  participants. We had a novelty this year: parallel to the world
championship we had a second  competition called World Cup. The idea was to have
a world championship without final, and a World  Cup being a playoff tournament. 

First three rounds of the World Cup reduced the number of 265 to  16 puzzlers, in
four quarterfinals it was reduced to 4 puzzlers for the final. Because WSC is only two
days Richard didn´t like the idea of loosing 3 rounds for World Championship, so in
WSC the World  Cup rounds counted for both competitions. There were three team
rounds and Team finals.

Claudia (Müller) did some wonderful Team Photos! And we managed to finish scoring
before the  price giving ceremony started, another challenge mastered!

World Sudoku Champion 2019 is Ken Endo from Japan, the team finals were won by
Japan after  some surprising mistakes from Team China. First Winner of the Sudoku
World Cup is Tantan Dai from  China. Best player under 18 was Letian Ming (16) from
China, best player over 50 was David McNeil  (56) from the UK. We had a wonderful
celebration dinner and price giving ceremony afterwards.

The WPF open GA also took place and China was presenting their ideas for WSPC
2020 and a team of  USA and Canada applied for WSPC 2021 unrivaled.

Relieved we started the “Change Day” – WSC Departure and WPC Arrival. Second
novelty was the  Excursion Stay. Kirchheim is a small village, the hotel sighted next to
a beautiful lake, so a team of  Logic Masters Germany members led by Silke
(Berendes) organized a scavenger hunt around the hotel.
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 In groups people walked through the sunny autumn landscape and did what
they liked most:  doing puzzles. It was a lot of fun and was praised by many
participants.

WPC started on Thursday with 264 puzzlers, the organizing team relaxed
after a successful WSC, Uvo  was highly nervous. But everything went
smooth. First two team rounds came back and in the  scoring room we
thought of fearsome punishments for Uvo. For partial solutions we had to
count  endless blackened boxes, enough time to imagine him being torn
overhead on the steel water  construction through the lake…

On Friday we had the Puzzle World Cup Finals with 4 guys from Japan –
Japanese championship.  Ken Endo from Japan was the first winner of the
Puzzle World Cup. He was also leading the  championship as expected, but
surprisingly Philipp Weiss from Germany was on second place,  coming
closer round by round. Saturday morning the last individual round started,
Ken leading with  only 27 points. The whole German Team watched when
Philipp handed in first and had to wait for  the hardest three minutes in his
life, and now he is World Puzzle Champion 2019. The USA won the  Team
finals. 

A traditional football match was organized, playing in the hall. And then
again we were having a price  giving ceremony and a wonderful celebration
dinner. We had much fun with Karaoke, with Byron  presenting his famous
Sudoku Song, with Tom celebrating the Bee Gees and with Claudias “I will 
 survive” and everybody yelling “jump!” in the end – to mention only some of
the highlights.

The next day we had to say goodbye, very happy and longing for some sleep.
It was so good to have  everybody here! And thanks again to all the helping
friends, you made this dream come true.

Three days later I am sitting in the sun on the terrace of my holiday house on
Tenerife island looking  over the sea and writing these lines. It feels like a
dream. Did we really do this? Fantastic and  unbelievable…
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  - A report by Rishi Puri, Organizer

Introduction
The Asia Sudoku Championship is held annually, and allows the Asians nations to
meet and compete against each other. This is purely a Sudoku competition. This is
currently the only international Sudoku competition where the Sudokus are
different across different age categories. Under 10, Under 12, Under 15 and the
general category each have independent competitions running simultaneously.
This allows young children to take part and compete with their peers.

In 2020 we decided to host it in India, to spread awareness and reach more
children across the country. Logic Masters India (LMI), which is the official
representative of India at the World Puzzle Federation (WPF) was receptive of the
idea and sent out notifications to individuals who would be interested to organize
it. I volunteered and Hyderabad, India was chosen as the venue. A core team was
formed and timelines were drawn.

Preparation
The core of the LMI team resides in Bangalore and shared their experience from
2017 which helped us in organising this ASC. Their inputs were invaluable to us.
The organising team was divided into 2 groups, namely, authors and logistics.
Ashish Kumar led the team of authors whose responsibility was to get all puzzles
ready. I (Rishi Puri) managed the other logistics, which included but was not
limited to, identifying and negotiating with the resort, arranging transport,
arranging and coordinating the sightseeing tour, assembling and printing of
Instruction and Puzzle Booklets.

The first step was to finalize and block the venue. We identified Leonia Holistic
Resorts as the venue. It is a 4 star destination resort, away from the hustle of a busy
city providing world class amenities. The dates of the event were 20th Jan to 23rd
Jan 2020.

In September 2019, we faced a few challenges and Ashish took up the challenge and
almost single-handedly managed the authoring department. He was supported by
Kumaresan, who created Round 5 for the general category and also by Swaroop
Guggilam and Hemant Malani who contributed puzzles for the Under 10 age
category. However, it is safe to say that 90% of the puzzles for the competition were
created by Ashish Kumar.

W P F  N E W S L E T T E R  2 4  –  2 0 1 9
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The event:
The airport transfers were arranged to pick up the guests from the airport. We had
participants coming in from China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia, Iran and India. Some of
the important names attending the event were Tiit Vunk from Estonia (Former World
Champion), Sun Cheran from China, Takuya Sugimoto from Japan along with Rohan
Rao(Multiple time Indian National Champion) and Prasanna Seshadri (Former Indian
National Champion and WPF Director) of India who are some of the best solvers in the
world.

SudokuMania (SM) conducted competitions at school level in Hyderabad to select
participants who would represent India at the ASC. The general category team was
selected by LMI based on the performances of India seniors at last year’s Indian
Sudoku Championship.

On 20th January, our guests started arriving. LMI conducted an impromptu
competition for the Indian youngsters to finalise the India A teams in the age
categories. Since there were no full teams from any country in the Under 12 age
category, we decided to scrap the team rounds for the Under 12 category, as we didn’t
feel it right to award India alone in that age category. So participants in the U12 and
U15 categories were clubbed together for the team competition. Once the junior team
selections were completed, we had a Q&A session for all age categories which was
followed by the welcome dinner.

On 21st Jan 2020, the competition was supposed to start at 9 AM, but got delayed by 20
minutes. We had ensured there would be sufficient break time and coffee and cookies
would be available for the participants between rounds. There were a total of 5
individual rounds and 2 team rounds. All seven rounds were completed on the same
day.

On 22nd Jan, we arranged for a sightseeing tour for our guests. Hyderabad being a
historical city, there was no better place to visit than the Golkonda Fort which is as old
as the city itself. We received favourable reviews from our guests who thoroughly
enjoyed the trip.

Results
We had the award ceremony in the evening. However, like the movies, how can we
not have twists and melodramatic moments? 10 minutes before the actual award
ceremony began, Luo Siyuan (who was at this point in 3rd place in the general
category) walked up to us with his booklet. He had incorrectly been awarded points
for a puzzle which he had not solved. We informed him that he will lose his position.

W P F  N E W S L E T T E R  2 4  –  2 0 1 9
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He was quite clear and wanted to do the right thing. It is so rare to see such honesty
and integrity in the world. During the award ceremony we went ahead and still
awarded him a bronze medal, purely for the honesty and integrity shown by him.

Here is a summary of the results:

W P F  N E W S L E T T E R  2 4  –  2 0 1 9
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Media Coverage and Sponsors:

Though we would have loved to have media coverage for the promotion of the event,
unfortunately we could not get this done. Also a few potential sponsors showed
interest in being associated with WPF authorised events, but being the lone organiser
managing everything, I was too hard pressed for time to finalise a deal or reach out
to media outlets. This was a wonderful opportunity for the sudoku community in
India to spread the awareness and I accept we failed. Hopefully next time, we will
have more hands and legs helping us and we will be able to promote the event the
way it is supposed to be.

Note of thanks:

In the end I would like to thank Ashish Kumar and the others who supported him, for
the wonderful puzzles they created. Tiit Vunk, 2016 WSC Champion, who was an
unofficial participant had only good words to say about the event, which is most
satisfying to us as organisers. Special shout out for Anubhav Balodhi who designed
the logo. The Volunteers (Anu Ganesh, Harsha, Neetu Chadda, Anup Singhania, Rahul
Narayanan, Ravi Kumar, Sriram) were a great help during the event and we would
not have been able to achieve the success that we did without them.

-Rishi Puri

W P F  N E W S L E T T E R  2 4  –  2 0 1 9
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AUSTRALIA WSC                                      AUSTRALIA WPC

AUSTRIA WSC                                                   AUSTRIA WPC
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BELARUS                                                 BELGIUM

BULGARIA WSC                                          BULGARIA WPC   
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CANADA WSC                                          CANADA WPC

CHINA  WSC                                                   CHINA WPC
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CROATIA WSC                                           CROATIA WPC

CZECH REPUBLIC WSC                               CZECH REPUBLIC WPC
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DENMARK                                                         FINLAND

ESTONIA WSC                                                ESTONIA WPC

41WPF Newsletter 25

W P F  N E W S L E T T E R  2 4  –  2 0 1 9

WSC WPC 2019 TEAM PHOTOS



FRANCE WSC                                                FRANCE WPC

GERMANY WSC                                          GERMANY WPC
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GREECE WSC                                               GREECE WPC

HUNGARY  WSC                                             HUNGARY WPC
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INDIA WSC                                                   INDIA WPC

ITALY WSC                                                  ITALY WPC
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JAPAN  WSC                                                 JAPAN WPC

LATVIA                                                 LUXEMBOURG
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NETHERLANDS  WSC                               NETHERLANDS WPC

POLAND WSC                                                POLAND WPC
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA WSC                    REPUBLIC OF KOREA WPC

RUSSIA WSC                                                  RUSSIA WPC
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SERBIA WSC                                                    SERBIA WPC

SLOVAKIA WSC                                           SLOVAKIA WPC                  
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SLOVENIA                                                    SPAIN

SWITZERLAND WSC                                 SWITZERLAND WPC
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TAIWAN                                                    THAILAND

TURKEY WSC                                              TURKEY WPC
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UNITED KINGDOM WSC                           UNITED KINGDOM WPC

UNITED STATES WSC                            UNITED STATES WPC
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Get to know the new
lunch lady - 3

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

SUDOKU  & PUZZLES FROM
WSPC 2019

WSC 
( all listed puzzles are selected by Richard Stolk, WSC 2019 Lead Author  )
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1. Battenburg Sudoku 

Rules : Apply Classic Sudoku rules.
Everywhere 2 odd and 2 even digits
form a checkerboard pattern, a
Battenburg marking is given. If
there is no marking, the above
pattern is not allowed.

2. Equal Sudoku

Rules : Apply Classic Sudoku rules. In
each dotted cage the sum of the odd
digits is equal to the sum of the even
digit(s). Digits may not repeat within a
cage

Classic Sudoku Rules : Place a digit from 1 to 9 in each empty cell so that each digit
appears exactly once in each row, column and 3x3 box.

14th WSC & 28th WPC

Germany
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SUDOKU  & PUZZLES FROM
WSPC 2019

3. German Whispers Sudoku

Rules : Apply Classic Sudoku rules.
Adjacent digits along the marked line
have a difference of at least 5.

4. Little Killer Sudoku 

Rules : Apply Classic Sudoku rules.
Clues outside the grid indicate the
sum of the digits placed in the cells in
the direction of the corresponding
arrow. Digits may repeat within a
sum.
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WPC 
( all listed puzzles are selected by Ulrich Voigt, WPC 2019 Lead Author  )

SUDOKU  & PUZZLES FROM
WSPC 2019

5. Palindrome Sudoku 

Rules : Apply Classic Sudoku rules.
The digits on the grey lines form a
palindromic sequence from one end
to the other.

1. Candles

Rules : Place some lighted candles into
the grid. The candles have different
heights which are determined by the
location of other candles nearby. A
candle with no other candles in
horizontally or vertically adjacent cells
has height 4. For each horizontally or
vertically adjacent candle, its height is
reduced by 1 (the heat of nearby
candles melts wax); diagonally touching
candles don’t affect each other. A
candle of height 0 is not allowed.
Candles cannot be placed in cells with
numbers. The numbers indicate the
total height of all candles in
horizontally, vertically and diagonally
neighbouring cells.
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2. Partiti

Rules : Enter one or more numbers
from 1 to 9 into each cell. Within a
cell, no number appears more than
once. Cells that have at least one
common number cannot touch each
other, not even diagonally. 
The clue numbers indicate the sum of
all entered numbers in the respective
cells

3. Twilight Cave

Rules : Shade some cells so that all
unshaded cells are connected and all
shaded cells are connected to the
border of the grid. Cells with numbers
can be shaded. Numbers in unshaded
cells indicate the total count of
unshaded cells that can be seen in all
four directions, including the
numbered cell itself. Numbers in
shaded cells indicate the size of the
group of connected shaded cells they
are part of. A group of shaded cells
may contain none, one or several
numbers.
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68

Solutions in the end!
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4. Killer Pyramid

Rules : Enter a number from 1 to 9
into each empty cell, so that (with
the exception of the bottom row)
each number is either the sum or
the difference of the two numbers
directly below it. Within a shaded
row, no number can appear more
than once. In an unshaded row
there must be at least one number
appearing more than once. Within
each small cage, the numbers must
add up to the sum given in the top
left cell, and no number can appear
more than once

5. Hexagonal Nurikabe 

Rules : Shade some cells so that all
shaded cells are connected and no
“triangle” (three cells adjacent to
each other) is completely shaded.
Cells with numbers cannot be
shaded. Each group of connected
unshaded cells forms an island.
Each island must contain exactly
one number that is equal to the size
of that island
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The World Puzzle Federation is an association of legal bodies with an interest in puzzles.
Information on present members, criteria for membership, benefits of membership and

how to join, is to be found in the Member's Section. 
https://www.worldpuzzle.org

 The loop should be without intersections or crossings. 
 The grid contains some bordered or colored cells that cannot be part of the loop.
 Black cells must be outside the loop; white cells (with heavy borders) must be
inside the loop.
 Numbers and arrows refer to the total sum of the lengths of loop segments in
the given direction.

Castle Wall : Draw a single closed loop passing through some empty cells 
in the grid according to the following rules

1.
2.
3.

4.

64WPF Newsletter 25


